
Research Proposal (300 points) 
ACOM 5308 
Due on or before August 6th 
(All students must e-mail their assignment to Dr. Gibson by 11:59 p.m.) 

 

The proposal for the research study will consist of three parts. The first will be an introduction to the 
study and a development of research questions or objectives. Part two will be a review of literature 
and theoretical base or conceptual framework for your proposed study. Part three will the 
methodology you will utilize to answer the research questions or accomplish the research objectives. 
Proposal must follow APA format. The proposal is limited to 20 pages (double-spaced), which does 
not count a cover page or references. 

 

Cover Page                                                                                                                  5 points 
Name(s) of Investigator(s) 
Title for the Proposed Research 

 
Part I: Introduction (cite at least 5 sources – popular or scholarly)                                    80 points 

1. Background 
a. Provide the background and context the research fits into 
b. Provide a logical lead-in to a clear and concise statement of the problem that has been 

created 
2. Problem Statement 

a. Provide a thorough analysis of all the facts and explanations that might possibly be 
related to the problem 

b. Highlight how the relationships between these factors have been previously examined  
c. Summarize all the relevant facts, explanatory concepts, and relationships that the 

literature analysis indicated had a bearing on the problem 
d. Identify the pertinent variables, explanations, and relationships 
e. Express the problem statement succinctly and unambiguously in a grammatically correct 

interrogative or declarative sentence. 
3. Significance of the Problem/Need for the Study 

a. Explain why this study is needed. 
b. Project how the results may be generalized or used by practitioners and/or future 

researchers. 
4. Objectives/Research Questions/Hypotheses 

a. Clearly state what you plan to research using either objectives, research questions or 
hypotheses (depends on your methodology) 

b. Relate the problem statement and literature review to the objectives, etc. 
5. Definition of Terms 

a. Important variables and terms are defined in clear and unequivocal language.  
b. Important concepts are defined in operations terms. 
c. The section is void of unnecessary technical jargon. 

6. Limitations 
a. Provide any potential limitations 

7. Basic Assumptions 
a. Provide any potential assumptions made by the researcher prior to beginning the study 

 
Part II: Literature Review/Theoretical Framework (cite at least 5 scholarly sources)     90 points 

1. Literature presented is relevant to the proposed project 
a. Clearly articulate the theoretical/logical framework for your study. 
b. Cite sources that reflect current research and dominant authors on the topic. 
c. Present sources that demonstrate quality literature search procedures. This will 

be evident through the types and scope of related literature presented. 
2. Research cited is properly described 

a. Identify the researcher(s), tell what the researcher(s) studied, describe how they studied 
the topic, indicate what results they found, and provide some critical comment(s) about 
the validity or quality of the research design. 



3. Chapter is well organized 
a. Clearly state the organization of the review at the beginning of the review then follow this 

organization 
i. Possible sections include Introduction, Relevant Theory, Independent Variables, 

Dependent Variables, Studies that Relate the Dependent and Independent 
Variables, and Alternative Perspectives (if appropriate). 

b. Clearly present relationship of studies cited (use the sections above to help) 
c. Write a summary of literature review to draw all the components together 

 
Part III: Methodology                                                                                                  80 points 

1. Research Design 
a. Clearly and correctly indicated which research design you are intending to use 

(Quantitative—quasi-experimental/experimental; Qualitative—participant 
observation/naturalistic/content analysis) 

b. Describe how you will set up your study to observe the hypothesized relationship OR 
c. Describe how you will answer your research questions or address the research objectives 

2. Population and Sample 
a. Identify the population to be studied and how a sampling frame will be developed 
b. Describe the size of the sample, how it was determined, and the rationale for the size 

3. Instrumentation 
a. Indicate how you measure the variables of interest (independent and dependent) 
b. Describe what instrumentation you will need to develop (interview guide, questionnaire, 

etc.) 
4. Data Collection and Analysis 

a. Describe when, where and under what conditions you will gather the data. 
b. Explain the data collection process and the time allotted for data collection  
c. Detail how you will analyze any data collected 

 
References                                                                                                                  25 points 
 List sources in alphabetical order with proper APA format. 
 Cross reference all sources listed in-text to make sure they can be found in references list 

 

Writing Quality and Style Usage                                                                                  20 points 
 Free of grammar, spelling, punctuation mistakes 
 Information is well organized and following the structure outlined above 
 Uses Times New Roman, 12 pt. font with 1” margins 
 Scholarly writing style was evident throughout 
 Minimum of 15 references cited 

– Time invested in preparing the document was evident as few errors were found and the 
overall document was well constructed. 

 Scholarly sources dominated the review of literature 
– Used correct citations (APA Publication Manual, 6th Edition) in the text body and these are 

found in the references section. 
 

Total Points: 300 


